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Women’s Clubs and the Promulgation of Women’s History, 1944-1989°, U.S. History
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VOIMIPR WUTN 1INYA NPT M0 Sv 1n2°n2 5y .Chapel Hill 2017, pp. 215-251
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We Were There: A Report on the Jewish Conference against German Rearmament, 15
June 18—19 1955, published by Emma Lazarus Federation of Jewish Women’s Clubs,
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Miriam Silver, Our Cultural Work Over the Years, Original Report Presented at the 21
Conference Held on March 1989, National Cultural Director, Emma Lazarus Federation
of Jewish Women’s Clubs Records, AJA, Manuscript Collection, No. 583, Box 1, F-1
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‘New Colossus’, Emma Lazarus (above, n. 26), p. 48

Yuri Suhl, Ernestine Rose and the Battle for Human Rights, published under the 30
sponsorship of Emma Lazarus Federation of Jewish Clubs, New York 1959

A Report on the Treatment of the Minorities in the Elementary School Text Books, 31
Prepared for a Conference Jointly Sponsored by the Brower Park Club of the
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Resumé of a Discussion by the Executive Committee of the Emma Lazarus Federation 36
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Lazarus Federation of Jewish Women’s Clubs Records, AJA, Manuscript Collection,
No. 583, BOX 15, F-5
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Gender and Southern Justice: The Rosa Lee Ingram Case’, The American Journal of
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Mollie Goldstein, ‘To Free Angela Davis’, Emma Lazarus Federation of Jewish 38
Women’s Clubs Records, AJA, Manuscript Collection, No. 583, Box 1, F-12 [n.d.]
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XXIV SUMMARIES

THE EMMA LAZARUS FEDERATION OF JEWISH WOMEN’S CLUBS
AND ITS ACTIVITIES IN THE STATE OF ISRAEL IN THE SECOND HALF
OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

by Hagit Cohen (pp. 407-437)

In this article, I focus on the establishment and activities of a small organization of American
Jewish women who operated on the fringes of the Jewish community in the United States — the
Emma Lazarus Division (ELD) from 1944 onward. The ELD was founded by the Women’s
Section of the Jewish People’s Fraternal Order (JPFO), the largest national section of the
International Workers Order (IWO), which was connected with the Communist Party of the
USA (CPUSA).

The ELD identified with, and was inspired by, the heritage of the American Jewish poetess
Emma Lazarus. In its eyes, Lazarus’ universal scope, coupled with her support for Jewish
culture and women’s freedom, made her an admirable symbol of secular humanistic values.
The ELD assisted refugees during World War II and collected donations in support of the
young State of Israel. Despite its opposition to Zionism, it believed in the Jewish people’s
right to liberty and political independence.

In 1951, after the office of the New York City Public Prosecutor initiated legal proceedings
against the IWO as a ‘subversive organization,” the ELD declared itself independent and
renamed itself the Emma Lazarus Federation of Jewish Women’s Clubs. As such, and with
chapters all over the U.S., the ELF maintained its educational and political activities for
almost forty years, attracting approximately 4,000-5,000 women in 100 clubs at its peak.

In view of this description, I examine the ELF’s vision regarding the State of Israel and
focus on its support for the state, the third point of its program. Given its leftist inclination, to
what extent did its activities in Israel reflect its political leanings? I argue that the Federation’s
ongoing cooperation with the Isracl Communist Party (Maki) and its long-standing financial

aid for Maki’s modest welfare system in Israel attested to the Federation’s political leanings.
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